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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1. The status (patented, abandoned) of the related applications 10/438,923 and 
10/285,639 mentioned on page 1 of the specification should be updated when applicable. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 



3. NOTE: the effective date of the presently claimed invention(s) appears to be no 
earlier than 10/12/02, the date of the earliest copending provisional application. 

4. Claims 67-70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Daniels 
(US 2004/41800, effective date 9/4/02). 

See in Daniels, Figs. 1 and 4-7; the Abstract; and paragraphs 0075-0082. Daniels 
discloses an electronic display device comprising a lightweight flexible frame (Figs. 1, 4, 
5) having a lightweight flexible transparent protective layer (46) and a lightweight, 
flexible backing layer (10); a lightweight, flexible display element layer (24; 40, 42, 44) 
arranged between the transparent protective layer and the backing layer; and a 
lightweight, flexible thin film battery 12 (para. 0067, lines 7-8). Daniels further teaches 
that the display element layer (24; 40, 42, 44) may comprise an "OLED" (para. 0078, line 
3) or "light-emitting... polymer" (para. 0081, lines 8-9). 

5. Claim 67 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Castle et al 
(US 5848830), cited by applicant. 
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Note in Castle et al, Figs. 6-8, col. 2, lines 25-65, and col. 4, lines 51-55. Castle 
et al discloses an electronic display device, comprising a lightweight flexible frame 
having a lightweight flexible transparent protective layer (18) and a lightweight, flexible 
backing layer (20); and a lightweight, flexible display element layer (34) arranged 
between the transparent protective layer and the backing layer. 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by any of Darr 
(US 5839976), Tillman (US 5971761) or Hector et al (US 4720789), all cited by 
applicant. 

Note in each of Darr, Tillman and Hector et al, Fig. 1 and the Abstract. Dan- 
discloses a floor display system, comprising a floor covering (20,21); an electronic 
display device (24,25,29,32,etc) associated with the floor covering and configurable to 
display "electronically modifiable arbitrary content"; and a plurality of separate "panels" 
(e.g., blocks 23) configurable to display an "image" independently from the displayed 
images of other panels. Tillman discloses a floor display system, comprising a floor 
covering (10,1 1); an electronic display device (17,25,26,31,etc) associated with the floor 
covering and configurable to display "electronically modifiable arbitrary content"; and a 
plurality of separate "panels" (e.g., zones 12) configurable to display an "image" 
independently from the displayed images of other panels. Hector et al discloses a floor 
display system, comprising a floor covering (12,62); an electronic display device (14), 
"associated with" the floor covering and configurable to display "electronically 
modifiable arbitrary content"; and a plurality of separate "panels" (e.g., squares 94) 
configurable to display an "image" independently from the displayed images of other 
panels. 

7. Claims 56 and 59-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Begum et al (US 5703564), cited by applicant. 

Note in Begum et al, Figs. 1-3; the Abstract; col. 1, lines 18-24; and col. 3, line 58 
to col. 4, line 46. Begum et al discloses a floor display system, comprising a trench (30); 
a track (44,56,58,60,etc) arranged within the trench; and an electronic display device 
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(12,14,34) configured to be received within the trench and connected to the track and to 
display "electronically modifiable arbitrary content". The electronic display device has a 
"protective covering" (70,86,92) with a transparent window. Element 34 of the electronic 
display device is a "riser" for raising the electronic display to a desired level. 

8. Claim 62 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by either Hahn 
(US 5646818) or Watanabe et al (US 5816550), both cited by applicant. 

Note in Hahn, Fig. 1; the Abstract; col. 1, lines 60-65; and col. 2, lines 46-48. 
Note in Watanabe et al, Figs. 1-2 and 7-8; the Abstract; and col. 2, line 10 to col. 3, line 
5. Hahn discloses a floor display system, comprising an electronic display device (1,5) 
configurable to display "electronically modifiable arbitrary content"; and a positioning 
mechanism (3,12,15) coupled to the electronic display device for positioning the display 
device at a predetermined angle relative to a floor. Watanabe et al discloses a floor 
display system, comprising an electronic display device (3) configurable to display 
"electronically modifiable arbitrary content"; and a positioning mechanism (l,2,4,etc) 
coupled to the electronic display device for positioning the display device at a 
predetermined angle relative to a floor (note that, although Watanabe et al teach 
mounting the display device at an angle relative to a shelf-e.g., 62,64 in Fig. 2— of a 
showcase 60, the display device is inherently fixed at the same (or a similar) angle 
relative to the floor on which the showcase 60 and shelves 62,64 are placed). 

9. Claims 1-7, 9-55, 57-58 and 63-66 are allowed, or would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent form, because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest the "image 
displayed by the electronic display device being oriented based on information received 
by a controller from a sensing device" (claims 1-7, 14-55); the independent image panels 
being in different orientations, configurable to form a composite image, rotatable and/or 
translatable based on information received by a controller from a sensing device, or 
substantially visible in a first direction but not visible in a second direction (claims 9-13); 
the electronic display device receiving at least one of power and data from a power 
supply and a data conduit, respectively (claim 57); the fitted section for an open space in 
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the trench (claim 58); or the positioning mechanism being flexible, 
expandable/retractable, having a spring, or being used with back-to-back electronic 
display devices (claims 63-66). 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The remaining art cited by applicant has been considered. Holtzman (US 
6067080-see col. 5, lines 2-6), Hamilton (US 2003/132924), Salmon (US 2004/67777), 
Comiskey et al (US 6639578) and Gelbman (US 2002/167500) are cited to further show 
the state of the art. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Mullen, Jr. whose telephone number is 703- 
305-4382. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30 AM 
to 4 PM. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu, can be reached on (703) 308-6730. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 



3900. 



TJM 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2632 



